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Kekeli Inc./ 518-465-6576 

Kekeli Inc. was established in 2008 with the goal of teaching photography to 
Ghanaian youth. In the last four years we have designed programs for 
children and young adults with diverse backgrounds.   

Out projects are focusing on children and adults with intellectual disabilities 
and I am happy to report that out current projects have expanded and we 
have been able to start new programs.  

This year we continue to work with Tulsi Trust. We also have started a new 
project with Melcom Group and the Disability Rights Fund. So far it has 
been a very exciting year.   

You will notice that our mission has changed over the years as we have 
discovered many of the difficulties people in Ghana face.  When Kekeli 
becomes aware of a need, we try to discover a way to help deal with that 
problem.  This newsletter describes some of those efforts.  They would not 
be possible without the support you have provided and continue to provide.   
 

Thank You! 

Carrie Brown 

 

Greetings from Ghana 

 

  

 
 

 

Deladem Nancy Dzamefe, and four 
other children with disabilities recently 
received sponsorship for their 
education from Melcom Group, 
Accra.  
 
Read more about Kekeli and 
Melcom’s collaboration to promote 
inclusive education in Ghanaian 
schools on page 5. 
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Disability Rights Fund  

(above) Kujo holding the doormat 
he has been weaving in class. 

 

 

 
 

(below) Carrie Brown, students, 
parents and teachers from Helekpe 
during the donation of a drum set 

for an inclusive culture group.  
 
 

I am excited to write that this year Kekeli Foundation in Ghana received 
a grant of $10,400 from Disabilities Rights Fund, USA. DRF is an 
organization that supports Non-Government Organizations that work 
toward including persons with disabilities and advocating for their 
rights. We are using the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), which was recently ratified in 
Ghana. (For more information about this UN initiative, see 
http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull.shtml).   

Our goal is to strengthen the capacity of Kekeli Foundation board and 
staff to plan UNCRPD activities by working with the government Social 
Welfare Agency and persons with intellectual disabilities to promote 
support systems for independent living in Helekpe and to form two 
self-advocacy groups for persons with intellectual disabilities.  To help 
make this happen, Kekeli Ghana currently has one person with multiple 
disabilities and one person with Down Syndrome on the board. Also, 
this DRF support enables us to hire three part time staff 

To implement this expanded work, we have begun forming new groups 
and have started new classes. Kekeli is continuing to teach photography 
to students at the Helekpe E.P. Special Education Unit and with help 
from the grant we have expanded the arts and crafts program and added 
an inclusive music class. The craft teacher meets with the students once 
a week and we are asking parents to donate local materials like 
cornhusks to be used to make local crafts. The music teacher also meets 
with the students once a week and Kekeli has donated a drum set, 
rattles and bells to form an inclusive 
traditional drumming group. All of these 
projects are to build the confidence of 
the students and show they can also 
learn income-generating activities that 
can help them become more 
independent. This project has also been 
made possible with the support of 
Michael and Kiran Pitt, two former 
VSO, Ghana volunteers. 
 
We still rely on Kekeli, Inc. in the United 
States to raise funds for the work we 
have been doing with the children of 
cured lepers, orphans and the special 
needs children in our current programs.  
However, this DRF grant gives us the 
opportunity to expand our work with 
persons with intellectual disabilities into 
other areas.   
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Disability Rights Fund cont. 

  

  

 

(above) Simon Gborgla, one of the children Kekeli 
is working with at Ahunda Primary School. (left) 
Seth, one of the GES resource teachers, working 

with the self-advocacy group in Ho 

Inclusion International    

 

 

With support of DRF we have also expanded our 
project in Ho town and the project to Ahunda, a 
village about 20 minutes from Helekpe. We have 
formed both a parents’ group and a self-advocacy 
group for persons with intellectual disabilities in both 
communities. In Ho we are currently working with 
four adults with intellectual disabilities. We have one 
resource teacher from Ghana Education Service 
(GES) who is assisting us. He has also identified three 
more people in the community who will join our class 
this month. 

In Ahunda, there are currently fourteen 
persons with intellectual disabilities with five 
attending the primary school. At present we 
are visiting the families and meeting with the 
teachers to assess each child. The parents are 
looking into applying for funding to start a 
vocational training program for the adults with 
intellectual disabilities.  

Kekeli is a member of Inclusion Ghana. Inclusion 
Ghana recently hosted Shikuku Obosi, a consultant 
from Inclusion International. Shikuku is visiting a 
number of African countries to get their 
contribution to the Global Report on Article 19 of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities: Living Independently and Being 
Included in the Community. He collected individual 
stories of persons with intellectual disabilities and 
their families; carried out focus group discussions of 
self-advocates and their families at two of Kekeli 
projects he visited, developed the Ghana country 
profile for the global campaign on article 19; and 
lastly conducted an organizational assessment of 
Inclusion Ghana.  To read more about Shikuku’s 
visit and the interviews go to www.inclusion-
ghana.org   

Shikuku, with parents’ self help group and the self-advocacy 
group, during a visit to one of Kekeli’s projects in Abutia 
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Tulsi Trust 

Girl in a Basket 

 

Many of you might remember Mawunyu, the Girl in a 
Basket that Kekeli was introduced to during our first 
visit to Abutia. She has spent most of her life in the 
room in a basket. Her parents were never given any 
information on how to care for her and now they are 
having health problems and are unable to carry her.  
She eats, sleeps and does everything in the basket. The 
parents put her in the basket because she could not sit 
on her own and the basket helped her.  

Kekeli has recently registered her and seven other 
children with disabilities for health insurance. We have 
made contact with a clinic in town that has a physical 
therapist and are planning to take her for assessment 
soon. We have also met with the head teacher of the 
local school and are planning for Mawunyo to start 
school in September. We have also requested for a 
retired teacher who will tutor Mawunyo and other 
children with disabilities in Abutia to help prepare 
them for school in September.  

Kekeli Foundation continues to work with Tulsi Trust, an organization in Accra, Ghana that is sponsoring three 
Kekeli students from the cured leper community. The students continue to learn photography.  Bright, one of 
the students has just completed junior high school and is now attending weekly photography classes. He will 
receive his JHS exam results in August and will be placed in one of the Senior High Schools in September. 
Hellen is studying business at Have Technical Institute and is one of the top students in her class.  Savior is 
attending boarding school at Mawuli Senior High School, one of the best schools in the Volta Region. During 
the vacation Kekeli will provide them with cameras to continue documenting their life. The involvement of Tulsi 
Trust is making it possible to expand programs.  They are proposing scholarships for more students. In addition 
they want to provide food once a week for 100 cured lepers.  

 

 

 

Carrie Brown and Mawunyo in Abutia.   
 

While progress has been made in finding services for 
Mawunyo Kekeli is still seeking funding for these 

services.  
 
 

 

(left) Bright 
 (right) one of Bright’s photographs from 

the cured leper community 



 
 

 
 
 

 

In February Kekeli met with Director 
of Brands Management of Melcom 
Group, Ghana. Melcom is a chain of 
stores selling a variety of household, 
office and school items. They 
currently have 25 stores in Ghana and 
one recently opened in Ho. This 
meeting has led to a wonderful 
collaboration to support inclusive 
education in Ghana. Melcom Group is 
working with Kekeli to make 
donations to schools that are 
including persons with disabilities in 
their mainstream classrooms. On 
April 29, 2012 Melcom donated 2000 
Ghana Cedis (about $1500) worth of 
educational materials to three schools 

in Ho that Kekeli has been working with on inclusive education.  
 
The threes schools included Anglican Primary and Special Needs Unit, Heve EP Primary, and Sokode Lokoe 
MA Primary School. Teachers and students from each school came to the celebration at the new Melcom 
store and received the donated items. We are now discussing with Melcom Group how we can make it a 
national program which will happen quarterly.  

 
During the program a representative from Melcom Group, 
Accra, decided to sponsor scholarships for the education of 
five children with disabilities.  
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Melcom  

 

  

(above) Daniel and John. 
(right) Japhethar and Kosi 

(front page) Daledem 
 The five children who are being sponsored by 

Melcom Group. 
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SEND  DONATIONS 
TO  

KEKELI INC. 
P.O. Box 712 

Slingerlands, NY 12159 
 

For more information 
contact  

 
PHONE: 

518-465-6576 
 

E-MAIL: 
kekeliinc@gmail.com 

Kekeli Inc. 
P.O. Box 712 

Slingerlands, NY 12159 

 

  

  

How to Help      
_____$2,500 – Guardian Angel 

_____$1,500 - Angel 

_____$1,000 - Patron 

_____$500 - Supporter 
_____$250 - Friend 

_____$100 General Member 

Your donation is 100% tax deductible as a charitable expense. 

Please make check payable to:  
 

Kekeli, Inc  

P.O. Box 712  
Slingerlands, NY 12159 

 

Along with monetary donations we accept donations of digital cameras.   
Cameras can be sent to the above address. 

 

 

 

Note cards available  

Sets of four note cards are available for $10 depicting images of Ghana by 
Ghanaian students. All proceeds will go to Kekeli Inc. to help support future 
student projects.  To order cards contact Mary Jane Brown at (518) 465-6576 or 
by email kekeliinc@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Kekeli Inc. 
Established to bring light 
and life to people in West 

Africa 


