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Kekeli is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to addressing human rights issues in Ghana

Highlights: 

School for All 
Festival  2

     
New Students  2

Stories from our 
Mothers 3

 

Greetings from Ghana

I spent the month of October visiting with family and friends back home in the 
US. It was good to reconnect with so many people who support the work of 
Kekeli. It was also good to see that Kekeli is well-established in Ghana, and its 
work can continue while I take a few weeks off. I am extremely grateful to all 
of you who have given me financial and emotional support during the years I 
have been working in Ghana. I am also grateful for the support that Kekeli re-
ceives from so many sources in Ghana. In many ways, this is also “home” for 
me. As we approach the holidays and the end of 2016, I can only say “Thank 
You!”

Carrie Brown 
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Education 
for All!  

Read more, on page 2, 
about our mission to 

ensure all children are 
able to access inclusive 

education. 
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Xorlasi, 13, has CP and will study 
leatherwork

This term three of Kekeli’s members have started school. Nelson, Daniel and Xorlasi all tried to attend 
primary school when they were younger but finally left due to an unfriendly school environment and 
bullying from other students. For years they have been at home, their parents unsure what to do to help 
them become independent. They all approached Kekeli for help and after assessments we knew all three 
could attend St Anthony’s Vocational School, an inclusive vocational school in Abor, Ghana. Donations to 
Kekeli help support children like Nelson, Daniel and Xorlasi attend school. 

New Students 

School for All Festival a Success

On  October  23,  Kekeli  sponsored  an  African 
Festival  for  “School  for  All”  in  Ghana.  Many 
people made this a success including the Gomni 
African Drumming group led by John M. Dick-
son  with  drummers  Christine  Barton,  Kaaren 
Caron, Bill “Moose” Fichtner, and Barbara Tay-
lor; The Berkshire Hills Music Academy African 
Drumming Ensemble led by their teacher, Aiden 
Owens; Chester Finn who spoke about the im-
portance  of  advocacy  and  Carrie  Brown  who 
described her work advocating for inclusive edu-

cation in Ghana. A chance to sample some Ghanaian food cooked by Christiana Boateng, to make a neck-
lace using beads from Ghana and to bid on items in our silent auction completed the activities. It was not 
only fun but provided everyone with a chance to learn more about Kekeli’s work in Ghana----and a little 
over $3,000 was raised to support that work. Watch for our second annual African Festival next fall!

Daniel, 18, has CP and is deaf, he 
will study electrical works 

Nelson, 16, has CP and will study 
leatherwork
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Stories from our Mothers 

LIVINGSTON’S  MOTHER:  “We  are  living  at  a 
prayer camp, me and my two children. We used to live 
at  Asamankese,  but  since  Livingston  got  sick,  we 
can’t afford it anymore, here, the living conditions are 
bad, very bad. There is no food so sometimes we mix 
sand with water to fill our stomachs. The children cry 
a lot. It breaks my heart every time. But what can I 
do? We were told he needs physiotherapy at the Volta 
Regional Hospital but right now they stopped it to find 
out what causes his condition.  So we stay here and 
pray for better times.

SHINE’S MOTHER:  “Shine is stubborn. I tell her 
not to jump and crawl around, but she just can’t sit 
still.  Sometimes  I  wonder  how  much  energy  that 
small  body contains.  She’s my sunshine,  my every-
thing. Her father sacked us from the house once he 
saw Shine’s feet for the first time, now I am on my 
own. Shine is very lovely and motivated, so I send her 
to school and take her to Doctors appointments. We 
were looking for years for treatment for her disability. 
Now she is finally admitted for surgery at St. Antho-
ny’s Hospital. It will take a long time the doctors have 
told me, but it will get better. I just want her to live a 
good life in the future, that’s all I wish for.”

SEDEM’s MOTHER:  “I  used to be a hairdresser, 
but  not  anymore.  My  son  Sedem  has  Down  Syn-
drome, ever since he has been born I stay at home. 
Oh, I still remember how his skin turned bluish im-
mediately  after  his  birth,  his  weight  dropped,  I 
thought I’d lose him. It took months and several doc-
tors to recognize that Sedem is suffering from Hole–
in–Heart. He is cheerful, my little boy, but to get bet-
ter he needs surgery in India and I don’t know how 
we can afford that. My husband works hard, but with 
three kids life isn’t easy.”
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Self-Advocacy Association of NYS (SANYS)
sanys.org

SEND DONATIONS TO  
KEKELI INC. 
P.O. Box 712 

Slingerlands, NY 12159 

For more information contact  

PHONE: 
518-465-6576 

E-MAIL: 
kekeliinc@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: 
www.kekeli-ghana.org

Kekeli Inc.  
P.O. Box 712 
Slingerlands, NY 12159

How to Help   
_____$1,000 Guardian Angel 

_____$500 – Angel 
_____$250 - Patron  

_____$100 - Supporter  
_____$50 - Friend  

_____$25 - General Member 
_____ Other  

Kekeli is a 501(c)3 charity. Your donation is 100% tax deductible  
Please make check payable to:  

Kekeli, Inc  
P.O. Box 712  

Slingerlands, NY 12159 

Every donation makes a big difference in the lives of  people in Ghana

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
Note cards available 

Sets of  four note cards are 
available for $10 depicting im-
ages of  Ghana by Ghanaian 

photography students. All pro-
ceeds will go to Kekeli Inc. to 
help support future student 

projects.  To order cards con-
tact Mary Jane Brown at (518) 

465-6576 or by email          
kekeliinc@gmail.com
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